A firefighter hoses down the charred remains
of a clothes dryer and washing machine from
a home, where lint buildup in the dryer
caused a fire.

Dryer Fire
Wipes Out

Fam.lly Belongings

By Wanda M. Walters,
NAS Sigonella, Sicily

wife (my former neighbor) started a
Acl othesdryer inthelaundry room, which

was | ocated between the garage and
kitchen. Shethen left the houseto run errands. The
outsidetemperaturethat day wasinthe 80s. A
buildup of lint caused thedryer to overheat, startinga
firethat caused more than $300,000in damages.

Pool chemicalsstoredinan open cabinetinthe
laundry room contributed to thisfire. It seemsthe
husband thought the laundry roomwould provide
safer storage for the chemicalsthan the garage
because theformer wasair-conditioned. Hedidn't
mind that gasoline and numerous other chemicalsfor
theyard, carsand lawn equipment were stored inthe
garage.

Because of the poor storage of hazardous
material and the excessivedryer lint, theonly thing
left of my neighbors’ personal property after thefire
wastheir pool.

Here are somethingsyou can do to avoid the
dryer problemsmy neighbors had:

® Cleanthelint filter after eachload of clothes,
and make surethedryer isworking. Whileit's
running, check the outside exhaust hoseto make sure
air isescaping normally. If it'snot, turn off thedryer
and look inside both ends of the duct for lint block-
age; remove any that you find. If the dryer seems
hotter than usual, itstemperature-control thermostat
probably needsservicing.

® |f clothing still isdamp at theend of anormal
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cycle, it may beasignal that the exhaust duct or
lining screenisblocked.

® Check the exhaust duct often if the oneyou
haveisaplastic, flexiblemodel. Thistypeismore
apt totrap lint than one without ridges. Inspect the
duct for kinksor crushing, which canreducethe
airflow (see accompanying drawing).

® Closdly follow themanufacturer’ sinstructions
for new installations. Most manufacturers specify
usingarigid or flexible metal duct for theleast
restriction of airflow. If ametal ductisnot available
whereyou purchaseadryer, check other locations,
such ashardware or building-supply stores. If you're
having someoneinstall adryer, insist on ametal duct,
unlesstheinstaler verifiesthat the manufacturer
permitsthe use of aplastictype.

You al so should follow these practicesfor storing
hazardousmaterias:

® Storepool chemicalsinacool place, detached
from other buildings. Never storetheminsidea
garage or house or wherethey’ re exposed to heat or
sunlight.

® \When storing hazardous materialsat home,
use the same system you use at work (e.g., separate
acidsfrom basesand flammablesfrom combus-
tibles). Make surelidsare secured and labelingis
legible, especidly if children or petsareinthe home.
Also, keep copiesof Material Safety Data Sheets,
which should have been givento you at thetime of
purchase. K eep the phone number for thelocal
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poison-control office near thetelephoneand inyour
storage aress.

® Never storegasolineor other flammablesina
garage. Buy only theamount you need for one-time
use. Alwaysstore paint and other flammableliquids
intheir origind, labeled containers, withtightly fitting
lids. Useand storeall flammablesfar away from

Solving the Problem of
Lint Buildup

AsPaul Harvey would say, “ And now for the
rest of thestory.” If your dryer hasaflexible
exhaust hose, there’'sadeviceavailabletorelieve
someof your worry about lint buildup. The Dryerbox
(see accompanying photo), is arecessed, dryer-
vent box that allowsyoutoinstall adryer against the
wall without fear of creating afire hazard. It also
allowsadryer towork moreefficiently.

The 22-gauge, auminized-stedl box ingtalls
between 12-or-16-inch-on-center studs, and you can

appliances, heaters, pilot lights, and other
sources of heat or flame. Never smoke
near flammableliquids. Removetrashfrom
your home.

@ |_et equipment containing flammables
cool down after use, beforestoringitinan
enclosed area

Thekey to avoiding problemslikemy
neighborsencountered isto haveregular
mai ntenance done on your dryer, furnace
andair-conditioningunits.

Dryer firesare also a problemin
Navy and Marine Corps facilities.
According to the Naval Safety Center
database, 241 cases were reported
between Jan. 1, 1990, and March 14,
2001. The total damage from these fires
amounted to more than $387,000.

exhaust it to aroof jack, sidewall or downto acrawl longer to achievethe samefinal weight through the
spaceor floor-joist system. obstructed hose asit did with the unobstructed hose.
Clothesdryersencourage evaporation through TheDryerbox isavailablefromdistributorsand
heat, tumbling and efficient air exchanging. The wholesal e outletsthroughout the country.You also
Dryerbox appearsto have the potential to savea can getit from direct salesviatheinternet. For more
typica household about $60in energy costsover 10 information, call (888) 44DRY ER (443-7937), e-mail
years. Inacompany-run investigation, anidentical info@dryerbox.com, or visit www.dryerbox.comon

load was exhausted through an obstructed hose and theweb. B

an unobstructed hose. Theload took 11 percent
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